A\ For more than 12,000 years,
the Menomonee Valley was
home to American Indian

people. The Menomonee Valley,

with its abundant plants and wildlife,

was attractive to early hunters and

/ gatherers. From about 500 BC to
, /- 1200 AD, the native people built mounds
N ~and other impressive earthworks shaped
= -/ // like animals and birds. They made pottery
£y /7 and grew corn, beans, squash, and tobacco.

Left: Harvesting wild rice.
Below: Potawatomi home.
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g _;-3: By the 1700s, the Potawatomi were the primary

- ‘,;‘ff/—- 7~ residents of the region. Chippewa (Ojibwa), Fox,

£ ~—— ~ Menominee, Ottawa, Sauk, Winnebago (Ho-Chunk),
-' ‘\/ _ and others also lived here at various times. Their villages

with nearby gardens included homes of sturdy sapling

o ..,_/’{ ' i = i frameworks covered with rush mats or bark. They trade
S — i“,: 5_ * - : - 8 furs for traps, brass kettles, guns, axes, textiles, and beads.
T e s Tk Ly - As European settlement progressed, the United States government
o : \ -‘;:\' @ _@ . f/‘f’ S 1 NE ‘%}1 (b E-,.L\-{‘_ negotiated treaties to buy Indian lands and move Indian people. The
[ ‘\\___\I \"\,'. *\“” o Gl “:'jg‘f'ui ,:“" | Menomonee Valley was included in the Potawatomi Treaty of Chicago in
Vhie 'y S \W“—-j’\\ Fﬁ__"‘a\"';‘, | 1833. Though the treaty called for their relocation, many Potawatomi
e s . 7__//:;:,45'menom0nee R’“”/ g |1\ /,,,.fj/ TN 5( ~ refused to move West and eventually settled in Forest County, Wisconsin.
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SN (B e TS Senls | American Indian people still live and work in Milwaukee
e, e N s ’: m;: 2 while keeping their family and tribal ties.
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/' Over 200 mounds were documented % < ' ( ( b=, . LTRSS ‘\
~_in Milwaukee County in 1855. S N b @
" Today, less than a dozen remain. i X S = LEA RN M 0 R E 5 D 0 M 0 R E. o

high and commanding situations; b ) Read books by and about Native Americans
evincing a taste for beauty of scenery." : ? at Woodland Pattern Book Center.

Increase Lapham, Antiguities of Wisconsin, 1855
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